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GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM COMPANY DONATES TO UM PROJECT
MISSOULAA leading producer of geographic information system software has agreed to donate
more than $23,000 worth of its products and services to the UM EOS (Earth Observing
System) Education Project at The University of Montana.
Environmental Systems Resource Institute (ESRI), based out of Redlands, Calif., is a
dominant provider of GIS softw-are worldwide. Privately owned by Jack and Laura
Dangermond, ESRI employs 2,000 employees around the globe. Software Magazine ranked the
company 32th in its most recent 500-member list of the world’s largest providers of enterprise
software.
ESRI s donation will allow UM EOS Education Project staff to support the
"Rediscovery of the Lewis and Clark Trail” project, which calls for creation of a Lewis and
Clark expedition CD-ROM for classrooms. EOS staff are working on the project with the U.S.
Forest Service and the Lewis and Clark National Interpretive Center.
ESRI also is developing a special version of the company’s ArcVoyager software to
make it easier for teachers in classrooms to combine the powers of desktop GIS software with
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the tremendous data resources of the Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the
Environment (GLOBE) program. GLOBE is a worldwide network of students, teachers and
scientists working together to study and understand the global environment, and the Montana
GLOBE Alliance Partnership is the main outreach program for the UM EOS Education
Project.
NASA’s Terra EOS AM 1 satellite will monitor Earth’s ecosystems from space after its
July launch. UM researchers helped develop software for the satellite, and the UM EOS
Training Center was started on campus Feb. 1 to train teachers and natural resource managers
about data and products that will be generated by the satellite.
The training center serves the K-16 international educational community and is
administered by UM’s School of Education. The center exists in cooperative agreement with
the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center.
The UM EOS Education Project is working to provide interdisciplinary earth system
and social science curriculums with EOS-related imagery that will be useful to educators.
ESRI managers decided to partner with the UM EOS Education Project as a result of
the Montana GLOBE-Alliance Partnership’s teacher training workshop, which was held at UM
Feb. 19-20. ESRI decided to enter into the strategic alliance after presentations on “Exploring
GLOBE Data with GIS.”
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